
SECTION IX   
Unsportsmanlike Conduct Rule  

Sportsmanship:  The NYSPHSAA and Section IX recognizes and appreciates that the influence and 
responsibility of the school administration with regard to good sportsmanship extends to all levels of 
competition.  However, it must also be seen that the NYSPHSAA AND Section IX has been vested with 
the responsibility to ensure that all contests under its jurisdiction are conducted satisfactorily.  This 
standard applies to all regular season and post schedule play.  

As of July 1, 2013, the Dignity for All Students Act (Dignity Act-Section 52.2, Part 80 and 57-4) is to 
provide all public-school students with an environment free from harassment, bullying (including cyber 
bullying) and discrimination, as well as to foster civility in public schools. The Dignity Act focuses on the 
prevention of discrimination behaviors, including harassment/bullying through the promotion of 
educational measures meant to positively impact school culture and climate, which includes the 
interscholastic programs. 

Use of derogatory or racially explicit language; discriminatory harassment or bias conduct that creates a 
hostile environment that is disruptive to the educational environment. Spectators shall not be permitted to 
use vulgar/offensive or racially/culturally insensitive language or engage in any racially/culturally 
insensitive action. NYSPHSAA Sections may sanction, censure or place schools on probation that fail to 
address derogatory or inappropriate behavior deemed harmful to physical or mental well-being for those 
involved in interscholastic activities. (July 2023) 

I. Coach (There is no appeal to a coach ejection.  The official’s decision is final). (Please 
refer to the NYSPHSAA Handbook – Sportsmanship; Standard 28): 
1. Any coach excluded by a certified official from an interschool competition for 

unsportsmanlike conduct is ineligible to coach any interschool competition in that sport 
until after the next previously scheduled contest at the same level (e.g. junior varsity, 
varsity, etc.) has been completed.  Disqualification from one season carries over to the 
next season of participation. The coach may not be present at the game site nor 
communicate in any manner during the contest with any person present at the site. 
NOTE: “Not being physically present at the site” means the disqualified coach is not to 
be present in the locker room, on the sidelines, in the stands or site area before, during or 
after the game/meet. 

Any coach that does not serve the penalty for violating the Sportsmanship Standard will 
be ineligible to participate in the next two regularly scheduled contests. If the coach 
continues to not serve the penalty, the matter will be referred to the Section for further 
action. If the coach is involved in the NYSPHSAA play-offs, the matter will be referred 
to the Executive Director of the NYSPHSAA.  

Any coach:  

A. Who receives a disqualification penalty in a sport shall not participate in the 
next regularly scheduled contest;  

B. Who receives a second disqualification penalty in the same sport in the same 
season shall not participate in the next two regularly scheduled contests;  

C. Who receives a third disqualification penalty in the same sport in the same 
season will not be allowed to participate for the rest of the season (regular season 
or post schedule play), the Section Athletic Council will assess the penalty 
carrying over into the next season of participation.  



D. The Section IX Athletic Council will have the authority to extend the period of 
ineligibility in those cases where the actions of the individual that was 
disqualified from a contest or scrimmage are warranted. The period of 
ineligibility cannot exceed one year from the date of the disqualification. 

2. A coach who strikes, shoves, kicks or makes other physical contact with the intent to do 
so to another person (e.g. official, another coach, player, fan) shall be expelled 
immediately and banned from further participation or coaching in all sports for one year 
from the date of the offense. 

3. The coach that was ejected will notify his/her Athletic Director of the incident on the 
same day that it occurred.  The Athletic Director will then contact the League Coordinator 
as the coach(s) will not be allowed to participate in the school’s next scheduled 
game/games as above. 

II. Player Ejections: (There is no appeal to a player ejection.  The official’s decision is final). 

1. Any member of a squad ruled out of a contest for unsportsmanlike conduct (flagrant foul, 
two technical fouls in basketball, two yellow cards, red card, inappropriate language or 
taunting, fighting, etc.), the following action is required by the NYSPHSAA Regulations 
detailed in Standard #28: 

A. First Ejection – that player(s) cannot attend or participate in the next 
scheduled contest in that sport.  If the season has ended the player(s) 
cannot attend or participate in the next scheduled contest in his/her next 
season of participation. NOTE: In the sport of football, a player who is 
disqualified for “targeting” (by a certified official) may not participate in 
the next two halves. (May 2022) 

B. Second Ejection – that player(s) cannot attend or participate in the next two 
scheduled contests in that sport.  If the season has ended the player(s) 
cannot attend or participate in the next two scheduled contests in his/her 
next season of participation. 

C. Third Ejection – that player(s) cannot attend or participate in any remaining 
scheduled contests for the remainder of that sports season – including 
sectional, regional and state contests.  If the season has ended the player(s) 
cannot attend or participate in the next three scheduled contests in his/her 
next season of participation. 

D. The Section IX Athletic Council will have the authority to extend the 
period of ineligibility in those cases where the actions of the individual that 
was disqualified from a contest or scrimmage are warranted. The period of 
ineligibility cannot exceed one year from the date of the disqualification. 

Please note: Disqualifications from one season will carry over to the next season of participation.  

2. Any member of the squad who strikes, shoves, kicks or makes other physical contact with 
the intent to do so to an official shall be expelled from the game immediately and banned 
from further participation in all sports for one year from the date of the offense.  NOTE: 
“Member of the squad” includes player, manager, scorekeeper, timers, and statisticians. 

A. Communication Responsibilities regarding ejections: The coach of the player(s) 
who was/were ejected will notify his/her Athletic Administrator by 12 noon the 
following day. The Athletic Administrator must report the ejection to their 
respective League Coordinator by 12 noon the following day. 



 

3.    Misidentified Player: Disqualification of a player may only be challenged on the basis of 
misidentification. The misidentification must be established by clear and concise evidence. The 
school shall identify the offending player who will serve the prescribed penalty. (Dec. 2010) 

III. Official: 
1. Unprofessional conduct on the part of official such as, but not limited to, taunting, baiting,  

use of profanity, shall be reported by a school administrator from the aggrieved school to the 
Section Executive Director.  A request will be made to the appropriate sport officials’ chapter  
to investigate the incident and to report their action to the Section in a timely manner. 

2. The official who ejected the player(s) or coach shall notify the League Coordinator prior to  
12:00 Noon the following day of the name(s) of the player(s) or the coach and the infraction(s).  
The League Coordinator shall notify the Athletic Director of the offending school. 

 
Spectator Policy at Athletic Contests:  
1. Expectation Statement: Officials, just like student athletes and coaches, are critical to  
interscholastic sports programs. Without officials, NYSPHSAA and its member schools would not  
be able to provide interscholastic sports in the manner that is desired and expected by student  
athletes, coaches, and parents. Spectators are expected to “Be Loud, Be Proud, and Be Positive.”  
Negative comments and inappropriate behaviors by spectators are required to be addressed by  
all and any school supervisors and administrators, as a member of NYSPHSAA. Spectators may be prohibited 
from attending current and future interscholastic contests based on their behavior. (Oct. 2022) 
2. Spectator Regulation: Any negative, inappropriate, derogatory comments or actions that  
draw the direct attention of a supervisor or school administrator by a spectator or group of  
spectators are required to be addressed by the host school, Sectional or NYSPHSAA representative in the 
following non-sequential order depending on the comments or behavior: 

• First warning – Directing the spectator or group of spectators to refrain from any negative comments  
or actions. 

• Second warning – A personal discussion with the spectators or group of spectators on the above 
NYSPHSAA expectations and reminding the spectators or group of spectators of the  
next step, removal of the game or event, will be utilized if the behavior continues. 

• Removal from the contest – The spectator or group of spectators will be directed to leave the    
                           facility for the remainder of the game or event. If spectators or group of spectators refuse to  
                           leave the game or event, play will be stopped until they vacate the premise. 

 
Penalty for being removed from a game or event:  

Any spectator removed from a game or event will have a minimum penalty of completing the  
NFHS Parent Credential course or a one game suspension before they are allowed to attend any 
interscholastic event. Once the course is completed the spectator will provide a certificate of completion  
to the athletic department office. Schools are required to communicate with the offending spectator on the 
NYSPHSAA Sportsmanship Spectator Expectations.   

• Depending on the severity of the behavior/comments or future disqualifications by the offending 
spectator NYSPHSAA and the Section may get directly involved in the situation. (May 2023) 

• NFHS Parent Credential Course Link:  https://nfhslearn.com/courses/positive-sport-parenting  

 

https://nfhslearn.com/courses/positive-sport-parenting
https://nfhslearn.com/courses/positive-sport-parenting

